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� Area (within City boundary) 2,281 ha
� Population (within City boundary) 18,000
� Population (within service area) 50,000
� Growth Rate 3%
� Average Age 29.6 years
� Elevation (above sea level) 695 m
� Latitude 56
15' North

� Climate
- July average high 22
C
- July average low 10
C
- January average high -11
C
- January average low -19
C
- Record high 33.6
C
- Record low -47.2
C

� Average annual rainfall 296 mm
� Average annual snowfall 198 cm

Fort St John
Basic Demographics & Statistics



WINTER CITY GUILDINES
BACKROUND

� Adopted in 1996 as part of the Official Community Plan

� Adopted as part of the Subdivision and Development 
Servicing Bylaw in 2009

� Created as guidelines to increase liveability and comfort in 
the winter environment 



WINTER CITY GUIDELINES
ELEMENTS OF DISCOMFORT

� Wind exposure
� Lack of sunlight
� Driven rain or snow
� Road spray from vehicles



WINTER CITY GUIDLINES
WIND EXPOSURE

� Screens, buffers and buildings can reduce wind 
speed by 50% for a distance equal to 4 to 10 
times their height.



WINTER CITY GUIDELINES
LACK OF SUNLIGHT

� Pedestrian spaces should remain sunny 
throughout December 21st when the sun is at its 
lowest
- Taller buildings should be placed on the North side 

of streets or stepped down to reduce shaded area
- Trees should be deciduous providing shade in 

summer and letting sun through in winter



WINTER CITY GUIDELINES
DRIVEN RAIN AND SNOW

� Wind breaks (landscaping) and awnings 
(building envelopes) can decrease discomfort 
caused by driven rain and snow 



WINTER CITY GUIDELINES
ROAD SPRAY

� Road spray can be reduced by having wider 
parking lanes which also allows for additional 
temporary snow storage



SNOW POLICIES
SIDEWALK SNOW REMOVAL

� Home and business owners are responsible for 
the removal of snow on sidewalks adjoining 
their properties



WINTER CITY GUIDELINES
STREET DESIGN

� Continuous building facades with awnings, 
signage and warm colours create visual interest

� Street trees reduce wind speed and provide 
separation between pedestrians and cars

� Seasonal feature lighting is an effective way to 
create a special winter atmosphere

� Slightly raised pedestrian street crossings slow 
traffic



WINTER CITY GUIDELINES
PARKS AND OPEN SPACES

� Evergreens and buildings used to block winter 
winds

� Lawns are used as snow storage nad mounds 
become play areas



WINTER CITY GUIDELINES
TREES AND PLANTATION

� Grouping trees together improves their 
resistance to wind exposure

� Pieces of 2x4 strapped to the trunk provide 
protection against snow removal equipment

� Planters 
- Small planters are inadequate for most wintering 

plants and should be moved to wind protected 
storage

- Large planters are adequate for hardy species and 
can double as street furniture



SNOW POLICIES
SIDEWALK SNOW REMOVAL

� Residents and business owners are responsible 
for snow removal on adjacent sidewalks



SNOW POLICIES
ROADWAY SNOW REMOVAL

� Snow clearing operations commence when 
accumulation approaches 50mm beginning with 
arterials and transit routes ending with lane 
ways

� Haul off on thoroughfares, transit, downtown 
core and secondary routes is complete in 2-3 
days

� In the case of continuous snowfall the highest 
priority are repeated if this leads to excessive 
accumulation in the lower priority areas 
contractors are hired to complete the priority list 


