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Who Are We?
– 18,000 + people
– Average Age= 29.6 – second youngest population in 

BC next to Whistler
– Located in Peace River country 
– Northeastern BC’s largest regional service centre
– a spirit and pride unparalleled!
– Over 300,000 visitors traveling the Alaska Highway 

experience our hospitality each year



Fort St. John hosts a variety of 
winter celebrations that bring 
both locals and visitors out to 

enjoy the unique Northern 
winters.



Communities in Bloom

- The City participates in the national 
Communities in Bloom program

- Summer Program – featuring tidiness, urban 
forest mgmt, heritage conservation, floral 
displays, etc.

- Winter Program “Winterlights Celebrations”
features festive lighting, cultural/spiritual 
programs, festive events, winter activities, 
goodwill programs, etc.



Celebrate! Fort St John
• Whether winter or summer, the 

foundation of the Communities in 
Bloom is to foster civic pride, 
environmental responsibility, 
beautification and improving 
quality of life through community 
participation.

• The Committee responsible to 
implement our seasonal programs 
rebranded itself to reflect this, now 
called “Celebrate! Fort St John”

“Communities 
in Bloom is 
about more 

than just 
flowers.  It is 
about loving 

your 
community 

and making it 
a better place 
to live - year 

round.”



Our Secret to Success?
• The People!

– Key stakeholder 
involvement

– Keen leaders
– Supportive elected 

officials
– Community Spirit



Examples:
• Arts Council Elves Christmas
• Santa Claus Parade
• Museum Christmas Tea
• Hospital Foundation Tree Light Up 
• Ice Workshop
• Wreath Making Workshop
• Gingerbread House Decorating Contest
• Best Decked Contest
• Light Exchange
• And Much More!



• The High on Ice Festival is held in 
January each year and includes:

• International Ice Carving Competition
• snow sculpting
• toboggan races & other children’s 

activities in the park
• live entertainment
• sleigh rides
• an ice fishing derby
• Curling Bonspiel 
• AND MORE!

Signature Winter Event



High On Ice Festival
• Hundreds of spectators, young and old, come to 

this weekend event as it is Fort St. John’s most 
popular winter festival 

• The festival is a great way to get participants 
active in the typically coldest month of the year. 

• High On Ice is a chance for the region to 
showcase the unique activity of ice carving all 
while fostering tourism opportunities for hotels, 
restaurants and even a local ice harvesting 
business! 



Communities in Bloom 
Design & Impact

• Chaired by Council for 10 years
• Staff appointed to support committee
• Need for change
• Now chaired by community volunteer for 

greater community ownership with 
continued staff involvement



Active Communities Plan
• Provincially registered Active Community
• The City of Fort St John is committed to encouraging 

individuals to be more physically active & all events and 
programs we offer will have a healthy living component 
that promotes active lifestyles – year round. 

• As guiding principles related to the Active Communities 
Plan, the City of Fort St. John believes in: 
– Empowerment 
– Mutual commitment 
– Shared responsibility 
– Building strong relationships 
– Being adaptive and responsive to needs and solutions 



From the Political Side…
• Process for starting these 

new events
• How did we generate buy in 

and support?

• Has it been easy? 
• Implementation- how does 

it affect staff & local 
government?



Embracing our Winter City

• We are the “Energetic City”
• Challenged to embrace the seasons

AND…
Celebrate Fort St John!



Any Questions?

Contact: 
Larry Evans, City of Fort St. John

levans@fortstjohn.ca


